Oral gold therapy with auranofin (SK&F 39162). A multicenter open study in patients with rheumatoid arthritis.
One hundred and fifty patients with rheumatoid arthritis received 6 mg of auranofin daily for 2-24 months. Thirty patients were withdrawn from the study, and 82 patients were observed for 12 months. Statistical evaluation was available for 74 patients at weeks 24, 38, and 48, respectively. The major side effects observed were diarrhea, rash, and alopecia. Significant improvement was noted in the articular index, ESR, pain, and morning stiffness.